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Deer Rusa, 


In writ! nr yen yesterday an earlier I irae pressed for time. 1 have s 
Dew minute# before »wskenirr 14.1, net enough for working, so I expand a bit. 

Mistakes can have resl value, even serious mistakes, if we extract 
the lessons ell hold. Toe akolnick fiasco is one. I almost made a bed one in it, 

end it is not my own unfailing instinct that prevented it, merely the unusual 

fact tuet ^ learned of it so late at night, just before midnight. 

There aow remains no doubt he is off on an ego trip, that nie is a 
spurious suit, end tae real damcga is not his plagiarism but tne evil potential 
of the ''3uit", waica will be tossed out of court tne minute it la considered. This, 
in turns, it being a suit against toe government for alleged suppression, would 
lead to nationwide .leadlines "No JFK Suppressions” , Do X have to tell you the 
effect this would hove on our work, on public and media attitudes, on the legimitiate 
suits to be filed avid tiled? 

So, once I oad time t think it over before countering the extensive pub- 
licity, I decided tur* thing celled for was no publicity, end I've avoided it. In 

feet,, where reporters have divined toe truth, I've persuaded then to drop it. It 

sometimes takes a young reporter e little wails to ieern tae urgency of no p blicity. 
You will, 1 an sure, recall cur previous correspondence la wnich I've be. n spying toot, 
ee a general thing, unlee:- there today is major attention, the tir.se is not now for 
one-shots, ea ocislly not ir. tae underground press. It may help you understand tale 
is you com' ere the total suppression of my quite legitimate Buit ana its really 
sensations 1 nature end etteched proofs with the extensive publicity this fske one get. 
This is tae natur" of too medic xita wuiea we live. The pres tells about the 
dishonesty df tae sdmi istrsticn, 03pecislly Mitchell and ^leindianat, but they are 
in terror of bewic asssult upon taem. 

Actually, although he feels and soys otherwise, 1 have made very few calls 
about Skolnick. I did phono only one re orter seeking information. I phonal ’"R3V, the 
station he used 3/20, as I ronortad to you, and got lias eid evasions. I then phoned 
W3FL, the station on which hie taing got aired and woose reputation and participation 
made it a story. This is the total extent, expert for letters that are only Just 
now reachlnr their destinations : bhd President of Columbia College, the manager of 
and a second letter to WRSV. 

The men at tfCifL (I spoke to tae news director in the absence or tua mana- 
ger and the reporter on the ptory when uj phoned beck do sera concerned about tha 
potentialities of tun damage. They invited me to go there and ruin Skolnick end I 
lave 'lately declined, for this is not tae need. It was no trick to convince them of 
my truthfulness. began by telling raem to tape what X seid and confront Skolniek 
with it and let tae manager near it. Obviously, this is subject to but a single 
interpretation. Shea tae news director (Megan) told me ne'd like his re-ortar to 
phone back, X egain told him to ttsve Pehn, the reporter, tape the call. I wee able, 
knowing wast of what I have 1 gave you, to accurately describe the contents of the 
attachments, for X n 8 a not given you sll tb FEE reports. Borne not being directly 
related to scat I'd aeked you to do for me. I invited tnsm to coma and see the others, 
or to send a ketrome is man from DC, etc. In short, after I outlined the Freedom of 
Information act, etops this and more like it, it became obvious to them that they 
were involved in a mesa, e plagiarism, end they reised with me the question of 
iameges. I told them this was premature, t.ia t if I desired to deal with them oc, that 
basis It would not be by such open and frank talk but through a lawyer, and I 



. , , . ___ se »-io c T.e, other things held higher 

sssE £r, =£ * — j ««»»* 

snd e ox sal think it over. They continued pressing on this, either |or ,se_ - 
protection or £ron since concern* 

I ex-;* St taem to be sending -as every tala?; they tew. Vll ba ia * 

heater coaiti^n’ to evaluate tile extent of derange, to » and to *->r* on tno ^g® 88 ® 1 

to Include tanes, releases, the suit and clippings. 

Lest nigat my reporter friend, via knew in-’.edlatcly this wax ny « a J 0 jJ 81 
because lor* ego I bad both backgrounded Lira on this end asked his help (..hich he 
SlfX his employment being -hat it is), phoned to update me. 

About the t-ime veu m3 ho -ere ir. touch, perheos Just e little later, 

»» «po r « r •«*,«« w- ~ « rr «. 

,u,„ be°p in touch vita this reporter ofx and on, s.psrencxy 1 

t’uinr, »l» tU* on .*> «•«»« 1; «* *° «»• «* to 

to ?;CFL only Tihen it. beesme clear this vos not to be his. 

Here I tell you whet you may taier from your c*n Ohicogo experience*: In 

eat suggestion of pelitlvsl -ree hHnk a*. ^ - fl tue corisp irecy triel or. "SB® 
immediately get better jnbs. me mr.jcr w c : ^ e *u-B*wt stations, is 

end all the stations it fed, wnicn Is many if not most ot ^ to „ r ’ l£ 

such 8 -30PL altaanae. The ra-st perplexing si^Sje **; R z Pn ppt sure 

eot sired ot all on rmi* -WL. especially vlth tueir particle tior,. 

t 9 t,re toe inference, but I do report it. 

Nov Skolnick has gotten down to th, 

all or us getting c , eras from tut reporter, He 

that cams after the teeing, but I an si o g bein' slefless is amateurish, 

sr »o t m, 

rt^V'S 1 ’."#’ Kfi;Fto*™."nlfn»n“nra «*’•' ofjfrtref.a 

r»P»o*.r *»» toe rlfit “^ne’ST ZTmo Fstohl'^Xu.^ L^ell’etOar 

iizz srrr ss ^ - .... 

verse tier. wita rr.e ond that will bio- ycur mine ss - bie* his. 

Skolnick did get copies of Jenaterxeid-s **£»<»"» 
used it selectively. Bud is e ££y trusting 87^^ not from 8n? ehorecter fault or 
elec has en unerring instinct for **“ , ' wsata a ii t ae help he can set, sn-d 

evil intent but because ne ie s«ric - Q f*bslnv in to.uch vita Skolnick until 

heceuae he is so trusting. He din not toll ws ci being 
a feHays ago. H »ve, lust before Skolnick filed tc suit. 

to au .-ch is that, whfltner or not it will work, tuis being that *in& of 

< - „„r. 7 ", C pt K in try and pressure Skolnick to withdraw his suit. 1. he d..o« • 

soaring ego, C.L till try n * aoin*? to Ogicago to take caro of aim 

1*11 nave tc give serious consideration to 0 ® ted from the Mil critical 

pa.iicu. t» ««* •»> *»•* ■ « ■ r^siSS..' K Z a ««. ot of. 

coraraunity. Tae purpose will be no . vengeeuve ter a who ask him 

inevitable defeat in court. Meanwhile, he is now caiims, po 

questions either FBI or Secret Service eg-ntet 



It is a mess. I knew you did not intend it. It he; also further i 
disillusioned several sincere critics who hove been in touch with me, who 
acislly beliebed this could be s serious, viable suit from the AP story end the 
UCFL backing. But in the Archives, waoro I was the day the story broke, they cere 
e lushing about it. 


Should they not have, from a legal point of vies? here la s .van who 
Lad never written them a letter, eaver iiade a reiasat or them, charging them with 
suppression. SShat standing cen that have in court. Especially anen if the 
Secret Service has anything, as I confident they do, on Voile, they dlu not 
give it to the Com issicn and it is not in the. Archives. I do know the Secret 
Service sna on tuia. Baea was no reason to tell ycu end I got it after I finished 
the ,vri ting, after you left, Chicago. And i slsc believe it. It is as logical and 
reasonable, from their roint of view, as nay thing con be, % th« way, tney also 
ore slughing at ^kojnlak’s suit. But they do not., generally, laugh at the possi- 
bility of suite a*elnst thorn, as you 'ill learn rshsa you are here. They do not 
want serious ones on thda subject. 

Shis poor Skolnick la sick with hi a own deformity and an enormous ago. 
m is tragic that, he cannot use his eupsrontlv fine nind for really constructive 
rurnoses but Semite his ego to donir.ote it. If ho continued -ie ha started he»d 
have accomplished worthwhile things. The word 1 get ia tnet with nie ef orts 
failing to attract the kind of attention nis first success got, ut» ae^a a kind of 
dereretion dear ad for attention. 

fjell, “H new has breakfast, Please answer tne questions *■ neve 
asked you as completely m yon can. a aat to both. 


Dear Mary, 


„ , . _ 1 saould have filled you in on this soon r. The letter is to tno 

friend from whom Skolnick got my COU? materiel that he u-ed in broe : c 8 = t = ^nl a 

f P 1 \; U Hu~ rn lTmrt 8bly T rd %f ter y0U ^ read taiS * reSSn it 

by it! ir^: ny wm di9 RQd **’ U be ^ 



